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I am going to try very hard now not to write too much. I really enjoyed and appreciated the 
readings this week on so many levels that I don’t think I’ll be able to hit on them all in this 
statement. 

 

I believe that there are parts of our selves, parts of our psyche, which can lie in a sort of 
hibernation. Concepts that are difficult to think and talk about get pushed to the side as we 
deal with the superficial issues that surround us on a daily basis. Thankfully, every now and 
then we are forced to face the more difficult issues of our time; this jolts that sleeping part of 
ourselves awake.  

(1) In this Articulated Learning I am focusing on the personal dimension. I have chosen personal 
for this learning statement because I am starting to feel a change, awareness once again. Over 
the summer I used to have these powerful discussions with a couple of friends from work. I was 
left seeing a new dimension in words and actions. Since then the busy whirlwind of university 
swept me up and honestly I forgot how important issues like the ones we are reading and 
talking about in this class are. Now with a couple discussions and a few readings thoroughly 
digested I am feeling it rushing back. I described it as a spark, that small burning passion to truly 
DO something. Through this personal lens the civic and the academic dimensions also come 
into play. 

(2) Through the readings, discussions, and experiences, I learned-or rather I exposed-a couple 
of things about myself that usually lie quite dormant. I consider myself pretty opinionated, but 
with saying that I am also very open to hearing opposition. I feel that we evolve through 
criticism, to truly know and understand ourselves and our ideals we have to be challenged. 
Without opposition, without debate we would become stagnant beings.  

That is one thing that I really enjoyed about the essays we read this week. It wasn’t that I 
disagreed with what the authors were saying, Illich and Davis in particular, instead it was their 
blunt almost brutal honesty. It was incredibly refreshing to hear views that stood in such 
opposition than others I have heard before. For example, throughout high school and early 
college years I never heard a single bad thing about the idea of volunteer oriented vacations. 
Never. And to make it worse, not once did I wonder if these were actually beneficial programs! 
In a speech given to a group of students in 1968 Ivan Illich says, 



“Today, the existence of organizations like yours is offensive to Mexico. I wanted to 
make this statement in order to explain why I feel sick about it all and in order to make 
you aware that good intentions have not much to do with what we are discussing here” 
 
“I am here to suggest that you voluntarily renounce exercising the power which being an 
American gives you. I am here to entreat you to freely, consciously and humbly give up 
the legal right you have to impose your benevolence on Mexico. I am here to challenge 
you to recognize your inability, your powerlessness and your incapacity to do the "good" 
which you intended to do.” 

 
Outstanding. As Illich goes on he advises CIASP student volunteers to stop “pretentiously 
imposing yourselves on Mexicans” and insults the group with a few really nice underhanded 
comments that made me laugh as I read imagining how the event planner must have been 
feeling. In all seriousness, the argument Illich outlines is extremely strong. It made me cringe in 
how close to home it hit. I greatly admire my friends who have gone abroad in this way to 
volunteer, and in admitting that I feel every ounce of the ignorant middle class American that 
Illich describes. I also am hitting my head wondering why I never gave this any thought, I never 
recognized the utter incapability to do this so called “good” that is the purpose of these 
missions. 

That is what I mean when I say that opinions that challenge us, or challenge the social norm, are 
necessary especially at this time in our lives. It is the ability to see a situation from a different 
perspective, and through a different lens. This is what I have coming back to me now. 

(3) Through the essay by Adam Davis I specifically learned that my own conception of what 
service and caring should mean probably need to be re-wrought. I volunteer pretty actively 
both at home and at school because I do feel that it is the right or the good thing to do, but I 
have never tried to exactly define my ‘why’ in words. The way that Davis outlines and describes 
his ‘five reasons why people serve’ is pretty cynical, but also pretty accurate.  

“Why serve? Here are five reductive answers: (1) We are all God’s children; (2) we share 
the earth; (3) I find myself in you; (4) I win praise by serving you; (5) I suck.” 
 
“Service to repeat, might be good for the server, good for the served, good for all of us, 
good for God, or objectively good.” 

 

(4) This matters because it forced me to think and figure out which of Davis’ reasons would 
describe me, and my own reasons to serve, the best. What resulted was a very minor mental 
breakdown on my part where I dissected past actions, and then a solid three pages of really 
rough prose. I asked myself, why do you serve? When I couldn’t answer clearly I realized that I 
hadn’t really thought about it before. I would describe this as a serious character flaw on my 
part.  



I volunteered at this community supper held at the church my family used to attend. I felt like I 
was an essential part of something important. I set up and took down tables, I greeted people 
as they walked in, and I said goodbye as they walked out. But even with all of this so called 
“good” I still look back on it with unease. On college applications and resumes I proudly put 
down 8 years of weekly volunteering at this community supper but today I am ashamed to 
admit that I don’t recall a single name of someone whose life I so supposedly helped. 

That was perhaps an act of volunteering, but now I would not call that service. I felt altruistic, 
and from that feeling which should be so pure and so selfless I built a pedestal and put myself 
upon it. Instead service should be integrated, service is not about the act, service is about 
caring and it is about community. 

(5) Because of this learning, I will attempt to change. I wish I could go back and tell myself to 
step out from where I was comfortable. Now for the future I know that I will absolutely have to 
do more than simply arrive and help, I will need to truly engage...or at least engage more than I 
have in the past. 

I would say that the most important thing I learned from the caring section of this course is how 
immensely integral genuine, personal interaction is in relation to service.  

The article I probably enjoyed reading the most was “what makes us moral” by Kluger. I love 
psychology, especially social psychology.  The idea of thinking about the human race as one 
mind then psychoanalyzing it is one that I have heard before. They reached the same 
conclusion: that person would be declared insane. 

I could write about this for ages too, but instead I’ll leave it with my favorite quote from the 
article. 

“The insanity would not lie in the anger and darkness of the human mind-though it can 
be a black and raging place indeed. And it certainly wouldn’t lie in the transcendent 
goodness of that mind-one so sublime, we fold it into a larger “soul.” The madness 
would lie instead in the fact that both of these qualities, the savage and the splendid, 
can exist in one creature, one person, often in one instant.” 

I feel like this semester will be important, not only because I’m living abroad, but also because 
of these classes that I am taking. Even though I can feel a growing difference I’m not yet sure 
how I will change, but I suppose that is the kind of thing that you only recognize when looking 
back. 

 


